CHURCH OF ST. ANN

311 CARR AVE, KEANSBURG NJ | 732.787.0315 | STANNKEANSBURG@GMAIL.COM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021




THE SANCTUARY LAMP
PARISH LIFE The Sanctuary Lamp is available for special
*

intentions. The Lamp burns weekly for deceased
members of a family or requests for a special
intention. The donation is $20. Please call the
Rectory for further information.. This week’s
Sanctuary Lamp burns for
Alice Barry
rq by Loving Family

WINTER SCHEDULE

Masses Mon - Fri 8A, Sat 5P, Sun 9A.
Office Hours Mon - Fri 9A - 1P.

Church Hours Mon - Fri 8:30A - 12P.
Confessions Sat 1P - 2P inside the church
sacristy.

Please check out and “Like” our Parish page.

www.facebook.com/church.of .st.ann.keansburg/

Text

to (833)544-0934

to receive weekly messages from St. Ann
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WEEKLY PRAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 28, 2021

2/28 Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 [9]/Rom
8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10

3/01 Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8,9 11 and 13 [cf. 103:10a]/Lk 6:36-38
3/02 Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23 [23b]/Mt 23:1-12
3/03 Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16 [17b]/Mt 20:17-28
3/04 Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [40:5a)/Lk 16:19-31

3/05 Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21 [5al/Mt
21:33-43, 45-46

3/06 Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8a)/
Lk 15:1-3,11-32

3/07 Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/1
Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom
5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 393, 40-42

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 28, 2021
Sunday: 2n Sunday of Lent

Wednesday:  St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin

Thursday: St. Casimir
Sunday: 3 Sunday of Lent
LIVE THE LITURGY

Inspiration for the week

How is your Lent going so far? In changing the circumstances and order of our
lives a bit, perhaps we can hear God's voice more clearly and drink more deeply
of graced moments we experience. Having God as a friend always involves
several things. First, there is God's call. We become attuned to the echo of God's
voice in the depth of our souls calling and beckoning us to listen. Second, there
is a request. We begin to see that God asks us to do certain things, to order our
lives a particular way, and become more intentional in the choices we make.
Third, there is trust. Do we trust this call and request? Trust commits us to the
relationship and makes a claim on who we are. Finally, we are asked to act. We
find ourselves acting, not in the way we used to, but in a transformed, more
enlightened way. Things seem clearer and all that is around us shines with

the brilliance of God's presence. God's call came through a cloud, “This is my
beloved Son. Listen to him,” This is the call and the request. Can we give God
our trust and do as God asks?
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— POPE FRANCIS
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FIRST READING

God put Abraham to the test.
(Gn 22:1)

_%_

PSALM

I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.

(Ps116)

SECOND READING

If God is for us, who can be against us?
(Rom 8:31)

——

GOSPEL

“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.”
(Mk 9:7)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

A pregnant woman was walking in the store and met an old friend. Her friend
exclaimed, “You are absolutely beaming!” The new life God placed in her womb
radiated throughout her body. It was brightly visible on her face and in her eyes.
Transformation and change usually happen from the inside out. It is very rare that
simply imposing structure from the outside does any good. Yes, it is true that routines
and habits can change when things are done differently. But, for this change to last
there has to be an interior renewal and metamorphosis as well. Simply regulating
behavior and bringing someone into conformity with accepted protocols doesn't mean
their heart and soul come with them.

Peter was a homeless man who lived in a very remote and rudimentary tent
community. He was happy to make his daily trip to McDonald's and always welcomed
a gift card or two so that he could buy some coffee and something to eat. A generous
advocate worked to secure him an apartment in hopes of moving Peter out of his
makeshift housing and into something safer. Peter finally got the grand tour of his
new “digs,” received his own key, remarked how wonderful the place was, closed the
door behind him when they left and never returned. He preferred his tent. No matter
how much things changed on the outside, Peter was happy where he was. A poignant
lesson was learned that day.

How is your Lent going? By now you ought to have a sense of whether you're really
“into it" this year and something transformational is happening. For many, it's only the
stuff on the outside that changes for a few weeks and then they return to business as
usual. For others, there are some real inner changes happening that are deepening
their relationships with God, others, self, and creation. If we are serious about moving
to a new place and radiating with the presence of new life and joy, then we have to
clear the way to listen for God's call. Then, there is God's request to change things up
a bit and order our lives differently. After realizing we have been called and given a
mission, we have to trust that this is where we need to be. And then, after all of this
hard work we are asked to act. The fruit that is revealed will indicate whether our
journey is authentic. The brilliance of conversion will begin to shine on our faces as we
contemplate the One to whom we are asked to listen.
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LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPUNN%%%

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments

It seems to happen every year, like clockwork: we drag a bit, as we enter into the second
week of Lent. On Ash Wednesday, we feel a bit like soldiers banging our shields, rushing
into battle. “We're ready, God!" our hearts cry out. “Transform us through sacrifice! Your
will be done!”

But by now, these Lenten resolutions are no longer novelties — they've joined the

ranks of everyday inconveniences, which somehow are the hardest to bear. Because
transformation, in real life, happens in inches, just as a battle is won slowly in the crash
of one sword against another. It's not always a dramatic thing, to the naked eye. It's the
perseverance in prayer despite weariness, or the continual denial of some pleasure even

though there’s that nagging voice in our minds saying: go ahead, God doesn't really mind.

It's a week when we all need a shock to the system — and wouldn't you know it, this
Sunday God gives us a double-whammy of dramatic sacrificial scenes. We picture
Abraham, who also cried “Ready!” when God called, never imagining what He would ask:
the surrender of his long-awaited son. We see Christ himself transfigured, as God shows
us what He is ready to give up for love of us.

We must remain committed, persevering daily in acknowledging that everything belongs
to God. What we sacrifice, we simply give back to Him.

If God is for us, who can be against us? Can we still reply, “Ready!” when we hear the call
of God?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:

Question:
Why do we use incense at Mass?

Answer:

The use of incense in religious ceremonies
and worship is a practice that predates
Christianity, and which is also found in
many other religious traditions today.
Incense, which is made from resin infused
with aromatic spices and oils, is one of
those fundamentally human symbols that
incorporates more than one of our senses,
helping us to reflect on realities that
transcend the everyday details of our lives.
The use of incense in the Church’s liturgy
— in the Mass, as well as in devotions to
the Eucharist and the Liturgy of the Hours
— is inspired by the use of incense in the
Jewish tradition. In the writings of the Old
Testament, we hear about incense being
used in the worship of the temple, and
Psalm 141 asks, “Let my prayer be incense
before you; my uplifted hands an evening
offering” (vs. 2). The image here is that,

as the incense gently rises to heaven, our
prayers also rise to God as something
sweet and pleasant.

Another ancient use of incense that

has also become part of our Catholic
tradition is the idea that when we incense
something, it's because it is something
special or sacred. This is why the Book of
the Gospel is incensed during the Liturgy
of the Word and the bread, wine, priest
celebrant, and congregation are incensed
at the presentation of the gifts. To this, we
can also add the incensing of the Blessed
Sacrament during eucharistic adoration
and benediction, and the body of the
deceased at the end of the Mass of the
Resurrection (the Funeral Mass).
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LITURGICAL LIFE

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

God's request of Abraham to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac seems cruel from our
modern perspective. Yet Abraham’s obedience rendered divine blessings. Do you
think you have such depth of faith?

Paul tries to reassure the Christians in Rome of God's divine providence in our
lives. As we continue the Lenten journey, can you recall when have you felt God's
protection and comfort?

SUPPORT OUR We hear Mark's account of the apostles’ witness of the transfiguration of Jesus. How
LOCAL ADVERTISERS difficult do you think it was for them not to share this event with anyone until after

Our advertisers need your help Jesus rose from the dead?

during these difficult times!

Please show your support for

your parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn't be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them, and right now they
need your help more than ever. Please
encourage and remind others to show
their support and shop local during
these hard times!

Jesus took Peter, James,
and John and led them up
a high mountain apart by

themselves. And he was
transfigured before them,

and his clothes became

dazzling white, such as

no fuller on earth could
bleach them.

- Mk 9:2-3

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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LITURGICAL LIFE

Then a cloud
came, casting
a shadow over
them; from the

cloud came a

voice, “This is

my beloved Son.
Listen to him.”
Suddenly, looking
around, they
no longer saw

anyone but Jesus

alone with them.

- Mk 9:7-8

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD.
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(Owner-inactive)

SHAMROCK STAGE COACH

For Your Busing Needs Drivers Needed. Will Train.

347 Main St., Keansburg
CHARLIE HOCKEY - President

732-787-1113

Consider Newly Renovated
Semembering Jacqueline M. Ryan
Your Will. Home For Funerals

Family Owned and Operated Since 1947

Now a third generation to serve the community with the
compassion and care that has become the

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

DAVID ]. FOLEY

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
274 Main Street, Keansburg

(732) 495-6500  Fax: (732) 495-3300

Ryan Family Hallmark.
Specializing in:
Personal Attention e Pre-Arrangements ® Payment Plans

Manager: Alicia Kedz Sarin ® NJ Lic. # 4062 e Fax: 732-495-7373
732-787-1177

233 Carr Avenue, Keansbhurg

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
v/ Ambulance Solutions as Low as $ 1 9.95 amonth

v/Police v'Fire

v/Friends/Family FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts
This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

CALL 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fa::gi;:::iit,anteEdl

NOw!
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

MDMedA/ert EAsY set-up,NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Moragan

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

¢ French Drains * Foundation Repair
* Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . ...
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

UPERAIED © 4 HATIONS U PER

www.shorepointfh.com

[ | ) &

Michael Pavone, Owner/Manager
NJ License #4556

3269 Route 35 North e Hazlet 7132-203-9200
PREARRANGEMENT & PREPAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

CatholicCruisesandTours andTheApostleshiﬂ
of the Sea of the UnitedStatesof America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Kean

Senior Citizen Discounts
Visit our new Modern Office Digital X-Rays
Up to 90% less radiation

Most Insurances Accepted Office Hours By Appointment

Tel (732) 945-8283

365 Carr Ave. Keansburg, NJ 07734

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

For Information ... Call
800.524.0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

 Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
» Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
e Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823

or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

511576 St Ann Church

wnanw.jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263





